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Up till then the Allies had stated many times, at Frank-
furt and after the rupture at Chatillon, that they were
ready to make peace on reasonable terms. But up till then
they had been weak. Now they were strong. Were they,
like Napoleon after Austerlitz and Jena, to succumb to
the victor's fear and do their best to annihilate their
adversary? The real struggle was about to begin, the de-
cisive struggle between the victors and themselves. No
one had more cause to fear that struggle than Talleyrand,
who had seen from close-up Napoleon, preyed on by
terror of his victories, devastating Europe for ten years.
In any event, the decision he was going to ask the Czar
to make was fraught with tremendous consequences. Only
the King of Prussia was at hand to advise him. The Em-
peror of Austria and Metternich were at Dijon; there was
no representative of the English government at the head-
quarters of the Russo-Prussian armies. Might not Alexan-
der hesitate before taking on such a heavy responsibility
without having consulted his Allies?
That was possibly the greatest hazard. There was not a
moment to lose; it was that day or never. The Allies wese
at the gates of Paris, but the war was far from over. Na-
poleon, if he were not already there, would soon be at
Fontainebleau, from which he could march on Paris and
attack the Allies from the flank. If his fangs were not
drawn, Napoleon could keep up the war for a long time
by forcing the Allies to occupy the whole of France, at
the risk of causing her complete destruction, which would
be the prelude to the destruction of all Europe. The de-
cisive moment had to be caught on the wing. Under the
' combined stimulus of the allied forces entering Paris and a
solemn declaration that France would retain her position
of a great power before the Revolution, the Senate would
have unresistingly decreed the deposition of Napoleon
and the recall of Louis XVIIL On this point, Talleyrand
had no doubts whatsoever, He had reasoned the matter out
thoroughly, probing into every aspect, and he had been